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Ta E banter and ſlander thrown out in your Magazine, againſt 

a pamphlet entitled, Gideon's Cake of Barley Meal, amounts to 
a ſolid proof of your ſubtilty, levity, and diſlike to truths, which _Þ 
may induce /ome of you to complain, like the phariſaical lawyers } 
of old, Thus ſaying, thou reproacheſt us allo.” © 
Every Polemic can ſay ſomething to diſparage that which he 
| 


diſlikes; but the truly liberal mind will always fairly meet tx 
arguments of his. opponent, and if he cannot refute them, 7 
ſound reaſon or plain Seripture, will ſenſibly feel them, and ta- 
citly, if not declaratorily, acknowledge their truth, and allow © 7 
their force. Such wiſdom and irigenuity, I think, Mr. Romaine - 
has already ſhewn in this matter, who, from the beſt informa» *X 
tion J can get, riſes ſo ſuperior to that littlenęſs of foul which 
ſtimulates the illiberal to defame what they cannot with truth re- 
pel, that inſtead of depreciating the publication, he candidly al- i + 
lows every man at liberty to write his own ſentiments ; and o 

pleads the innoeency of his motive in that unfortunate ſtep, BEE 


| voluntarily preaching, and publicly begging from houſe to houſe, © 
5 for that great plague of all nations, and peſt of all ſociety, the # * 
Popiſh Prieſts. This admits the thing to be wrong, and places 

him in a ſituation ſimilar to Joſhua, who, undoubtedly, greatly 2 

erred in making a covenant with the  Gibeonites, thouh . 


A 1 
1 227 3 >. 
1 dis motive was good, as far as human actions, unguided by the 


word of wiſdom, or uninfluenced by the divine Spirit, can g 
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a : n } 
good; and his miſtake, like Mr. Romaine's, arofe from his 
”. - neglect to conſult his Maſter. * gs 
Ridicule and flander, which are no part of real argument, 
3 though pleaſing and familiar to little minds, are ſo common at 


this day, that ſolid ſenſible men immediately underſtand them, 
| _ As a proof that thoſe who uſe them have nothing to oppoſe with, 
in their defence, of more weight than the laugh of a fool; and 
| therefore conſider the objects of their reſentment as too ſtrongly 
| intrenched in truth for a fair and open attack, WE 
As the Rev, Mr. Eyre, of Hommerton, your principal Edi- 
Y tor, may perhaps think himſelf degraded by a reference in the 
| thirty-fourth page of the ſecond edition of the Barley Cake, it is 
natural to ſuppoſe he will ferment, till he can purge himſelf: of 
» thoſe lees of canonical pride which induced him to aſſert, That 
none but Miniſters are capable of underſtanding the Scriptures :? 
and this will elucidate the myſtery, that he who has publicly 
preached againſt receiving and encouraging the Romiſh Prieſts in 
this kingdom, and pointed out the evils conſeqtfently to be ex- 
pected therefrom, in an able manner, ſhould now prove turn- 
: coat, and take part with thoſe Midianites againſt the ſword of 
> + Gideon, the fon of Joaſh, a man of Iſrael. And as the Rev. 
Matthew Wilkes (who is at the bottom of the liſt of writers for 
Four Magazine) has given a pretty ſpecimen of his talent for 
| defamation, in a circumſtance which cauſed two letters privately 
addreſſed to him, to be brought into public view, (which were 
- publiſhed in 1792, but never anſwered; and are now fold at 
Jordan's, No. 166, Fleet-ſtreet), it may not be very unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe that he gave his hearty aſſent to that falſehood in 
your review, which charges a Chriſtian man under an impulſe 
of the ſpirit of truth, and zeal for the cauſe of God, and proſ- 
perity of Zion, to “ be fermented with the leaven of malice, 
and ſeaſoned with calumny,”” &c. ore Et” 35 
It is much eaſier (as Mr. Wilkes found in the ſubject of thoſe. 
letters), to aſſert a falſchood, than to ſubſtantiate the aſſertion by 
facts. God, who can look farther into the heart than proud man, 
knows the only actuating principle which produced. that publica- 
tion, was a real jealouſy for his honour, and an anxious concern 
for the cauſe of Chriſt in this land; which, I think, all but pa- 
piſts will allow, are more advanced and magnified by a tenacious 
regard to his plain commands, to ſeek the happineſs and promote 


the welfare of our own poor (whoſe labours contribute to main- 
dein us), than by ſinfully neglecting them, through a hlind par- 
=_ *7 , . | indiſputabl 
tial profuſion of liberality, to a ſet of men, who are indiſputadly 
the pillars of antichriſt, the wens ef the earth, the ſcour e of 
Ekingdoms, and in the end, will bring the guilt of innocent lood 
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upon all who uphold, 'plead, or fight for them. Some f 
them, have long ago confeſſed they were not neceſſitated to leave 


their own country, if they would only have reſigned their old 1 


papiſtical eccleſiaſtical exemption from the reciprocal duties and 
obligations of other citizens, and renounced the Pope's nefarious 
authority in civil affairs; and they acknowledge they might have 
worſhipped who or what they would, and have been ſubject to 
their own biſhops. What ſcripture or reaſon can now juſtify 
any perſon in their ſenſes, except ſuch phariſaical pleaders for 
Baal as Mrs. More, to harbour, protect, and encourage ſuch a 
{warm of uſeleſs drones, driven from that hive which they have 
thrown into blood and . confuſion by their horrid cruelties, op- 
preſſions, religious thefts, deceits, and impieties for ages, in the 
great and . name of Jeſus Chriſt, even if we had no poor 
in our land? Much leſs can any feeling heart conſent to the deed, 
while ſo many thouſands of our own poor are really periſhing for 
want of bread or employ. Well may thoſe little narrow minds, 


who dare not meet ſuch an argument as this, attempt to fly from 


conviction, in the laugh of their own buffoonery, when the poor 
deſpiſed Barley Cake has ſuch a long chain of plain fcriptures 
ſo pointedly againſt them. t EE > 

Prom ſome inſtances I have ſeen in thoſe two Editors, con- 
| firmed by experience, and other teſtimonies, (one, that when 
Mr. W. was aſked what he could ſay to the charges in thoſe 
letters, he replied, «< Why laugh at it—laugh at it“) - there ap- 


3 


pears too much cauſe to ſuſpect that they, like many other de- 


praved minds, when environed by facts, generally endeavour by 
ſome low witticiſm, to create a riſibility, and then fly off fuligi- 
nous in their own ſmoke. Such a principle of action may ſeem 
to ſerve their turn in this day of levity and degenerate mirth, and 
may, perhaps, divert ſome who ſee the depth of their ſubtilty, 
and abhor the maxim; but will not abide the fiery trial of that 
great day of dreadful account, when ſuch faces will gather black- 


nets, and all religious deceivers, though paramounts in a pulpit, -- 


will call on the rocks and hills to cover them. | 

How jealous ought every truly zealous Chriſtian to be of their 
divine Maſter's honour, when, with "theſe laughing preachers, 
ſuch a character as the Rev. Mr. C , and others, publicly 
preach this unſcriptural popiſh doctrine, viz. ** Miniſters are not 
to be reproved. And it is hardly credible, that any man of his 
underſtanding ſhould attempt to authenticate ſuch tenets by this 
inapplicable text, which, if rightly underſtood, direQts us not 


only to ſee, but to pull out the mote, viz. © Firſt caft out the 


beam that is in thine own eye, then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to take # 
out the mote that is in thy brother's eye.” RO 3 
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I am afraid I ſhall be counted one of the moſt arrogant men 
upon earth, if I attempt to teach ſuch a divine as Mr. Cm 
the plain ſcriptural ſenſe of thoſe words: however, that which 
'» God has communicated to me, I dare not withhold for fear of 
reproach, leſt Mr. C——'s application of it ſhould induce ſome © , 
ſincere godly to reſtrain juſt reproof,” where it is moſt evidently 
his duty to reprehend, under the falſe humility, that, becauſe he 
| himſelf is a ſinner, he may not rebuke fin in others, which is 
. repugnant to ſcripture and reaſon ; and implies, that if ſubject to 
BY the gout, I am not a fit perſon to point out that diſorder from its 
: lymptoms in another, or qualified to recommend a cure. X 
| Firſt, I would remark, that our Lord in that pertinent ſen- 
|. tence, was reproving the hypocritical Phariſees, whoſe doctrine, 
like too many in this day, lay only in the outward precepts ; 
whereby they often preferred the traditions of men before the 
plain commands of God; and, like thoſe who imitate them now, 
are haſty tocondemn every ſeeking tempted foul who cannot come 
up to their ſtandard, and would caſt out of their {ynagogue a poor- 
blind man whom Chriſt has reſtored to the light of life : whereas 
they themſelves are ſo blinded by their high conceit of their own 
knowledge, or ſuppoſed goodneſs, that they will even condemn 
what God approves, and commend what he abhors. 5 
Now let us ſee, in our Lord's own words, when this beam, 
which all men have by nature, is really taken out of the eye. 
See John viii. and 12, I am the light of the world; he that fol- 
loweth me ſhall not walk in darknels, but ſhall have the light of 
life.“ John ix. and 29, For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which ſee not, might ſee; and that they which 
lee, (i. e. without being in him who is the only true light) might 
be made blind.” Hence it is moſt evident, that every foul une- 
quivocally believing in him, and learning from his word and ſpi- 
Tit (not from man), has that beam of darkneſs, which nature 
had ſpread like ſcules over his eyes, really taken away; and he 
{ces no longer with confuſed ideas Men as trees walking; but 
clearly diſcerns the Father reconciled to him in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Then he beholds fin in himſelf and others with different views. 
Where before he ſaw morality, and thought it the only true re- 
ligion, there he now ſees diſtinctly a chamber of imagery— Where 
before he ſaw outward ſanctity in the habit of long prayers, or 
auſtere mortifications, there he now ſees every abomination of 
the human heart.—Before, ke could fee only the action; now 
he looks at nothing but the principle; inſomuch, that if he was 
4o give 10091. to the poor, and could not fee the love of God as 
the ſpring or motive for it, he would reckon it as nothing: on 
he other hand, if he gives but a cup of cold water purely ook of 
> | 3 | | 55 love ; 
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71 love to his Maſter, to any object, Berauſe he belongs to Chriſt, he 
feels that pleaſing teſtnnony of his Father's approbation, which is 

more to him than ten thouſand pounds. And thus, by Chriſtian 

ſimplicity, and godly fincerity, watching over himſelf, he is di- 

vinely enabled clearlys to ſee not only the beams of phariſalc 

pride, but even the little motes in his brethren's eyes, and with 
grief for his Maſter's honour, and love, and compaſſion to them, 
he will attempt the moſt likely means to get them out; ſeeing 

it is his Lord's expreſs command to watch over one another for 

good, to provoke unto love and to good works: and that we 
| ſhould entreat, exhort, and admonith one another daily; and 
: when obſtinacy ſhuts the ear to reproof, 'To rebuke them 

ſharply before all, that others alſo may fear. | 5 5 


1 


Permit me, gentlemen, as a ſtranger to you all, except three, 
to remind you of the admonition, Put not thine hand with the 
wicked, to be an unrighteous witneſs.” So far as any of you are 

ignorant of that public charge 3 Mr. W ——;, fo far you 
may be innocent of his tranſgreſſion; but why ſhould you now | 
become ** partakers of other men's ſins? While he remains un- 
der the proof of a malicious attempt atrocioully to injure an in- 
nocent perſon, and can neither clear himſelf of the charge, nor 
will humble himſelf under it, he is a blot to every real Chriſtran | 
that is familiar with him, and muſt ſtand in the view of al! 
godly men as one to be avoided, like the heretic, whom we are 
commanded . after the firſt and ſecond admonition to reject. “ 
The church of God already lies under an awful reproach in 
this reſpect, by a ſinful puſillanimous filence to a late Doctor of 
Divinity, whoſe notorious conduct (though a very popular cha- 
racter in the Goſpel Church) moſt obviouſly demanded public 
cenſure, according to the iſt Tim. ch. v. ver. 20, © Them that 
{in rebuke before all, that others alſo may fear.” Who can 
tell if ſome zealous Phineas with the javelin of conviction, or © } 
ſome honeſt Nathan, with a pointed charge of his ſin, had reſo- 
lutely confronted him, but he might have found repentance ? | 
| 
| 


At leaſt, ſuch would have diſburdened their own ſouls, wiped the 

ſlur of hypoeriſy and fimilarity from the church, and borne a 

faithful teſtimony to the world, that /implicity and godly fincerity - 
are the real, not feigned characteriſtics of the true faith: and A 
though they might have met with perſecution, as well as the '1 
poor Barley Cake, yet with great comfort and delight, they might 
have taken this promiſe as their own, To them that rebuke 
him {hall be delight, and a good bleſſing thall come upon them: 
tor God is not untaithful to his word, nor ſlack concerning his 
promites, though moſt men count him ſo. 
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& 2 Sorely prieved I am to ſee a baneful ſentiment, which chat 
gentleman held, greatly ſpreading as an actuating principte | ' 


among many profeſſing churches, viz. If a man preach the 

Fare [now an ambiguous word] we have nothing to do wick 
is private charaCter.” Such doctrine, inſtead of laying the ax to 

the root of all wickedneſs, deceit, and hypocrify, has a real ten- 


dency to fell all vital godlineſs, and even morality ; for it is well 


known, to every difcerning mind, that all obnoxious characters, 


now a days, harden themſelves in their wickednefs, by the con- 


Aideration that thoſe who know their naughtineſs will not 
reprove them for it, nor dare perfonally reproach them with it. 
And ſince truth is now deemed a libel by ſinful men, the falu- 


_ - tary oil of godly reproof will come more and more into diſeſ- 


teem. But, if any man thinks fit to ſue me at law, and take 
away my coat for thus efpoufing and zealouſly defending heaven- 
8 I will only ſay, as my Maſter has taught me, Let 
Him have my cloak alſo.”  _ „ 
If the principle of the Barley Cake, or its general arguments 
are repugnant to ſcripture, there can be no doubt but fome one 
or other among ſo many men of parts and learning, as are nomi- 
nated writers for your magazine, would have been able long be- 


fore this to have overthrown its ſimplicity, and reſcued Mr. Ro- 


maine from the charge of having paſſed by the miſerable and diſ- 
treſſed of his own nation, and ſuccoured the prieſts of Baal 


while in their abominable idolatry. I would hope ſome of you 


e EE poſſeſs too much good ſenſe, to endeavour, like the 
ev. Mr. S to quaſh the poor Cake, becauſe you cannot 


* ſound ſenſe, or fcripture, remove the weight of its arguments. 


ou know-ſuch unjuſtifiable arbitrary meaſures have been uni- 
verſally adopted by the papal adherents in all ages; and will + * | 
or any man of ſenſe, copy after them? When our valiant 


| _ champions for truth, the martyrs, appealed to the ſound wiſdom and 
_ underſtanding of divine revelation, as the only criterion of right 
and wrong, thoſe haters of the light would have the Pope's de- 


crees, with general councils, and other men's traditions, to be of 


more weight and authority than fcripture, therefore refuſed to 


come to that great light of the world, the Bible. And will you 
imitate them ſo far as to reſiſt a multitude of plain ſcriptures 


with human reaſon-about the fitneſs of things? Know you not, 


that all arbitrary uſurpation is a confirmation that the plain truth 
is againſt you? If a man is deeply impreſſed with an important 
truth which concerns the whole Church of Chriſt, and the na- 


tion at large, would you have him ſuppreſs it becauſe the pro- 
mulgation of it may offend ſome ? The great Apoſtles and Mar- 


tyrs of Jeſus did not fo learn Chriſt, It they had thus carnally | 
Wo „% ᷑ - T reaſon 
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reaſoned with fleſh and blood, this nation would, moſt probably, - 
have been under the Pope's tyrannical yoke to this day. After 
ſuch a challenge as I have given, with an appeal to the whole | 
church of God, in the 86, 87, and 88th pages of the ſecond edi- 4 
tion, I thould have thought no one would have attempted to re- 
vile, till they had fairly encountered, and overthrown that poor 
ſon of Joaſh. But the ludicrous remark in your review, about 
 Gideon's not having made or ate any barley cakes, &c. ſhews 
my miſtake, and that a certain canonical has a greater propenſity - 
to laugh than I thought; though I have heard him prefer a +» 
walk in the public ſtreets to the country fields, only hecauſe 
the former always affords him ſomething to laugh at: it alſo 
proves, that this laughing writer not having ploughed with my - 
heifer, has not {kill to find out my riddle; and being unable to 
diſcover my purpoſe for adopting that title, he is obliged to ſupply - 
his defect of judgment with jeer. However his frivolous hint 
ſhews he did not read all the text, or wilfully ſhuts-his mine 
againſt the moſt important part of it: for looking no further than | 
the dream, he miſſes all the ſpirit of the thing in the interpreta- 
tion, and its reference to the overthrow of the Lord's enemies 
and Iſrael's, (fee Judges vu.) and he diſcovers not the ſenſe of a 
Midianite to diſcern, that this [the Barley Cake] is nothing elſe 
fave the {word of Gideon, the fon of Joaſh, a man of Iſrael.” 
Hence it is no wonder, that in conſequence of his laughing over- _ 
hight, he blunders upon thoſe vulgariſms, a foul mouth and de- 
praved ſtomach.“ But to give him his due, I muſt fay, his remark 
that Gideon was a good man, and a lover of righteouſneſs aud 
truth, &c. ſo far as he views him as a believer in God, is molt 
juſt; and becauſe I held him as ſuch, and admired ſome ſingular 
traits in his character, appoſite to my ideas, was one motive why - 

I choſe him for my pattern: for though I, with him, am molt 
ſincerely at peace with all that are truly walking with God, yet 
my zeal, like his, would throw down all the altars of Baal, and 
cut down his groves; and though naturally diffident and timid as 
the hare, yet where the cauſe and honour of my Redeemer is, or 
appears in danger to be ſullied, I earneſtly wiſh to become, like 
him, „A mighty man of valour,” fteadfaſtly to reſiſt and pur- 

| ſue all thoſe devoted antichriſtian idolaters, and enemies of my 
God, with every Zaalitiſh prieſt wherever I find them, inſteadof 
familiarly taking them by the hand, and doing them greater acts 
of kindneſs than to my own people, and the poor afflicted diſei- 

ples of Chriſt: though the evangelical precept of the goſpel, is 
** Diſtributing to the neceſſity of /amts.” W 
L ſuppoſe every man acting or writing in the fear of God, with 

nothing buta ſingle view to glorify him, is perpetually ſolicitous to 
So | know 
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know the divine mind of his heavenly Father, and in proportion 


to the weight or importance of the tranſaction, his anxiety riſes: 
However it may be with others, thus it hath been with me; and 
though at the time of writing, I felt a happy mental teſtimony | 
that I was doing the will of God, yet many a time ſince have ; ; 
loſt ſight of that, and looked at the thing, ſimply as it is, and re- 
viſed it as an impartial reader, ſuppoſing myſelf equally unknown _ 
to the Author, or the perſon addreſſed; and I muſt fill ſay moſt 
fincerely, I find in it no reaſon to queſtion the reality of that 
mental teſtimony, and moſt ſolemnly aver, I do not recollect 
ever 8 any thing which, upon after reflection, afforded me 
a more ſolid perſuaſion that I have, to my ability, done my Fa- 
ther's will therein. That in it which ſome conſtrue into 
anger and bitterneſs of ſpirit, is really nothing but the fire of 
zeal and love to my Maſter's eauſe, which often riſes to ſuch 
height, that 1 feel as if I could lay down my life, rather than 
ſee him fo grievouſly wounded in the houſe of his friends. If I 
draw my judgment of it from its public reception, ſtill there ap- 
pears no ground to alter my opinion. For though I find ſome 
partial to Mr. Romaine, who diſapprove, I hear of many fincere 
odly who very heartily embrace it; and though, on the one 
9 þ ſeveral of the former accufe me of a wrathful ſpirit, (but 
cannot ſhew me the page where it is to be found), on the other 
hand, I hear of real Chriſtians, who ſay they know not the au- 
thor, but affirm they never read any thing written in more ſim- 
plicity of ſpirit and Chriſtian ſincerity. And one of Mr Ro- 
maine's hearers aſſured me, when told him of that charge, That 
thoſe who found that fault, would alfo charge Elijah and other 
Prophets and Apoſtles as fooliſhly.” But ruth is indeed more 
piercing and painful than calumny. I have converfed with many 
of Mr. Romaine's friends moſt candidly on the ſubject, but have 
not yet found one that can produce an argument of any weight 
in his favour ; but moſt acknowledge they diſapprove of his con- 
duct in eſpouſing the prieſts. And ſome, who have confeſſed 
they foreſaw he was doing wrong, I have reproved for their in- 
| fincerity in not expoſtulating with him, as Joab did with David, 
before he numbered the people. Others honeſtly: own, they are 
ſo partially bigotted to him, they cannot bear to hear him re- 
proved. And ſome by letter, others verbally, have highly ap- 
proved and thanked me for it. Some, indeed, have charged me 
with illiberality in touching ſo pointedly his natural temper ; but 
as almoſt the whole church of Chriſt have many years feen in 
him, with grief, that apparently unſubdued, which has been 2 
ſtumbling- block to many ſincere, though weak Chriſtians, an 
given much occaſion to the enemies of the Lord to triuwpd, 
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ws incumbent upon every upright man and ſincere friend to tell 


him ſeriouſly of it. I myſelf have heard his religion reproactied 

on that very account; and it certainly is a. great blot on. him or 
his Maſter, and operates on the mind, like one warmly preſfing 
us to take an infallible remedy for a diſorder he labours under, but 


is never cured of; which unavoidably brings this concluſion, viz. 


His medicine is naught, or elſe he makes no uſe of it himſelf. 
J have ſeen it quite common among his own friends, when con- 
verſing about him, to introduce ſome anecdotes of his churliſh 

moroſeneſs to one or other, inſomuch, that one of them ſaid to 
me, ** You need not tell us of his ſourneſs, we all know he is 
a crabbed temper: but I never could find that any of this all 
had honeſtly expoſtulated with him, and faithfully pointed out 
the great injury done to his Maſter's cauſe thereby. While thoſe, 
who, like Ham, often ſpeak and hear of his nakedneſs with a 
ſmile, I, like Shem and Japheth, have endeavoured to get it effec- 
tually covered, by ſeriouſly pointing him to that Phyſician to whom 


he has often directed me to go for a cure of every malady of 


and mind: and can fincerely aver with Paul, I write not th 
things to ſhame him, but with a real Chriſtian concern to warn 
him:“ tor 1 have heard of many, and known ſome, who, in their 
Chriſtian ſimplicity, having gone to him in diftreſs of foul, as if 
directed by this text, The prieſts lips ſhall retain Knowledge, 
and the people ſhall ſeek the law at their mouth, have been 
ſhametully repulſed, and extremely diſtreſſed by his churliſh un- 
chriſtianlike behaviour; and though J am aware of his plea, 
that he does it with a view to drive ſuch from creature dependence, 
that they may ſeek to God inſtead of man, I am certain he can 
find no ſcripture to juſtify that rudeneſs which he would not like 
to be treated with, nor ſubmit to from another; for the whole 
tenour of goſpel precepts to that point is, to be courteous to all, 
loving, given to hoſpitality, kindly affectioned, tender hearted, 
compaſſionately bearing the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
pleaſe ourſelves, &c. &c. I knew a perſon who had been reli- 
giouſly educated, having been faſcinated by the powerful charms 
of nature and gay life, married an ungodly man, and when the 
Lord laid affliction upon her, and brought her to a ſerious con- 
cern about eternal things, ſhe was deeply oppreſſed with the ap- 
prehenfion of having dene the unpardonable fin thereby; and 
though ſhe alternately ſat under Mr. Romaine, and the late Mr. 
lart, could get no folid peace; and therefore, in the grief and | 
anxiety of fpirit, with a trembling heart, ſhe ventured to ap- 
proach the auſtere Mr. Romaine, in hopes, that if the might be 
admitted to a little converſation with him, ſome word might be 
Even him to decide the anxious ſuſpenſe of her mind, and eſta- 


_ 


— 


- bliſh her in a good hope. It fo happened, that he opened che 
door to her himſelf, when ſhe politely apologized for giving him 
the trouble (for ſhe was completely a ſenſible well-bred wo- 
man), and he with an aſpect and tone of voice apparently fero- | 

cious, replied, <* If you thought it a trouble, what did you come 
for?“ Such a reception ſtruck her fpeechleſs, and ſent her heavy 
heart away bleeding with anguiſh- that none can conceive but 

thoſe that have taſted the gall of Nabaliſm under the preſſure of a 

' _ deſponding mind: ſhe never after attempted to tell her griefs to 
any miniſter; but was all her life (till very near the end) ſub- 
ject to bondage through the fear of death. ©** When ye ſin ſo 
againſt the brethren, and wound their weak conſciences, ye fin 
- againſt Chriſt,” ſays the great Apoſtle. Who can tell, if he 
had courteoufly received her like a humble diſciple of the meek + 
and lowly Jeſus, and adminiſtered a little of that Gilead's balm | 
which muſt have healed him, if ever he was deeply wounded, but 
me might have delightfully paſſed thoſe ſucceeding twenty years in 
__ rejoicing and thankſgiving, which ſhe painfully ſpent as a mourner 
in Zion, with anxious doubts and fearful ſurmiſings about the 
final iſſue of her foul; inſomuch, that juſt before her emancipa- 
tion from-the _ yoke, though ſhe had been evidently a ſincere 
ardent ſeeker of the truth all thoſe years, once after muſing a 
great while, ſuddenly thus broke out, with tears in her eyes, and 
viſible anguiſh in her heart, If after all I ſhould be loſt, what 
a thing that would be!” And was happily calmed by the inſtant 
echo ſpoken without a thought, thus, And if God ſhould fallify 
his word, what a thing that would be! O you that know any 
thing of a wounded ſpirit, tell me, is not ſuch treatment a hei- 
nous affliction to thoſe whom God has wounded ; and given an 
expreſs command to his miniſters, that they ſhould be comforted 
I know ſome upſtart preachers, who take delight to ſport with 
the bleeding wounds of Chritt's ſorrowful ones; but how Mr. 
Romaine, who, I would hope, is the Lord's real ambaſſador, can 
act thus, confounds me to explain; unleſs, by ſome ſuch idea as 
this: I think, perhaps, his own wounds have been fo long healed, 
he forgets the ſmart of them; and having a ſteadfaſt view of his 
own ſafety, is too unſolicitous to have thoſe Canaanites ſubdu 
which yet remain within him, and vex the flock of Chriſt. If 
I injure him by the thought, I ſincerely aſk his forgivenels, and 
- confeſs it exgeeds the utmoſt reach of my comprehenſion to un- 
derſtand; eſpecially when I compare it with ſome of his own 
ſentiments in that precious book of his, The Walk of Faith: 2 
volume I heartily wiſh he would read attentively. In the 232 
page, he ſays, 7 in thee is pardoned through the Sens 


. Aonement, pray the Holy Spirit to ſubdue, that it may 8 
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terrupt communion with thy God.“ Tn page 362, he ſays, *© The: 
baſe ſelfiſh tempers which render a man a plague'to others, and- 


1 burden to himſelf, are dethroned.“ In page 340, ſpeaking of 


a meek and humble ſpirit, he ſays, Let this appear in my 


whole behaviour to others; it has an influence over the believer s? 


intereſts with mankind, and renders ' his tempers and manners 
loving and amiable.” In page 342, ſpeaking of an oppolite 


conduct in believers, he ſays, < It is becauſe they are not walk- 
ing by faith, as becometh the goſpel, nor out of love to God's 
glory, ſtudying to recommend humility by their practice“ © 


The only plauſible argument now left to the advocates for 6 
Romiſh prieſts-is, to aſk, Are they to periſh in our ſtreets?? As 


if the whole world, terrified at the ſavage ſpirit of thoſe wolves, 
had ſhut their doors againſt them. But let me aſk ſuch, Are 
our own poor, whom God has ſo often expreſsly commanded us 
to take care of, unconcernedly to periſh for want, in private ob- 
ſcurity, and in public? The other morning, a poor deſpiſed ſub- 


ject of England, and perhaps a diſciple of our deſpiſed Maſter, 


was found dead in a brick field at Hoxton, with a prayer book and 
a hymn book in his pocket; but not a farthing of money; the 


want of which to procure a hole wherein to lay his head, moſt 


probably led him to commit his weary body and dejected mind to 


repoſe on the hard bricks, more ſuſceptible than unfeeling hearts; 


perhaps expecting, that the heat from the kiln might ſupply the 


want of a covering from the cold. The Pharaoh-like part of 
mankind may ſay he was idle, or he was drunk; but the circum- 


ſtance of his retaining thoſe books when pennyleſs and friendleſs, 


will not admit the idea of a very abandoned character: for what 
churchman that profeſſes a very bye eſteem for his manual, 
u 


would not have parted with it in ſuch extremity? Stop here 
and reflect! —Suppoſe this poor man had, or ſome of thoſe who 


have been out. of employ many months, ſhould, in the grief of ” 
their heart, and anguiſh of ſoul, thus cry to their Father who | 


eeth in ſecret, Lord, I thy ſervant am almoſt famiſhed, and 
torally negleCted by my brethren who profeſs the ſame faith with 


me, yet by their conduct make it manifeſt, that if I had been b 
an idolatrous Popifh prieſt, inſtead of a poor deſpiſed ſervant of 


dhe living God, they would have communicated half a guinea a 


week to my neceſſities: I know, Lord, that the world will loye : 


it own, and thou haſt taught me, that all who love thee, will 
lore thy poor members; but, if I am thine, how is it that thoſe 
who call themſelves thy people, and ſay they love thee, ſeem. to 


hate thy poor deſpiſed brethren in affliction?ꝰ May -we not con- 


ccive the Father of mercies, who aſſures us, If they "? at all 
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4 I have not left thee thus to be afflicted, becauſe I have pleaſure 


thoſe who profeſs to love me, do not; who ſay they are Iſrael- 
ites, and are not, but are of the ſynagogue of Satan; and, that 
though with their mouth they ſhew much love, their heart 
goeth out after their covetouſneſs. ? i 
Sone of you, gentlemen, may, doubtleſs, be men of feeling, and 
} men of honour ; being unbiaſſed by thoſe perſonal prejudices 
| which appear to influence E —— and W ——, cannot willingly 
give your aſſent to a {lander in all your names which none can 
prove. I hope you will reflect on the hint, and give ſatisfaction 


hall appear in public, not to your credit. 


The original, ſeat in a cover to the Editors, was returned 
Wo without any anſwer ; and being too long for any periodical pub- 
=... cation, is neceſſitated thus to ſolicit the candid attention of the 
public in a ſingle ſheet. And as impartiality is the characteriſtic 
N of a liberal mind, L thought proper to add a fair copy of their re- 

view, that thoſe who may not think it worth while to purchaſe 

_ the magazine, may be furniſhed with N requiſite to form a juſt 

eſtimate of the propriety of this defence &. „ 

R The critical reviewers have alſo violently aſſaulted the Barley 

i Cake; but as they are altogether carnal men, it would be like 

« anſwering a fool according to his folly,” to reply to their phi- 

lippic : for it is impoſſible that any earnal mind ſhould paſs a 

right judgment of ſpiritual things; conſequently they highly ap- 

; plaud Mrs. H. More's nefarious perverſion of ſacred, truth, while, 

Uke blind men, they condemn that which they underſtand not; 

and, by attempting to expreſs the ſavour of that they never taſted, 

they call bitter ſweet, and ſweet bitter; and thus, as Paul point- 
edly ſays, Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools. 

It is remarkable, that thoſe who have not read, or cannot un- 

derſtand the Barley Cake, diſcover the moſt reſentment at it: and 

s it not aſtoniſhing, that out of ſo many learned men, who haye 

_ exclaimed againſt it, not one dare candidly meet its general ar- 

guments in the open field of defence, but meanly conlpire, like 


* We never heard that Gideon made or ate barley cakes ; but we read of à cel 
©« tain Midianite dreaming about one. Gideon was a wiſe and good man, A lover o 
cc truth and righteouſneſs, and made unleavened cakes of fine flour, which were * 
* grateful offering to Jehovah Shallom, the Lord of Peace; but this poof Cake 18 
* ftrongly fermented with the leaven of malice, and ſs highly ſeaſoned with . 
c that we apprehend it will be reliſhed by none but perſons of a foul mouth, ang 
. depraved ſtomach.” | F | 
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not diſcouraged, - poor foul; this exerciſe, which, indeed, it 
ſharp, << ſhall work together for thy good, but for their ſhame: !? 


in thy miſery, but eſſentially to profit thee, while I prove that 


| to an injured and calumniated pamphlet; otherwiſe this, letter 


* «$0 8 


tuo m wee ND ba nd 2 . one of then 
th it had collected all the texts that teach love to our eng- 
mies, was leng n by this fimple queſtion from a plain Chriſtian 
man, VIS. hat text have you to prove, that we are to do 
m cr. 1 1 9 to our enemies than our friends?” _ + 

. P- kr, at the interview mentioned in page 37, ſoon 
e n, promiſed, at my requeſt, friendly to inform me with, 
whaiever he diſcovered amiſs in my firſt edition, and I pledged 
myſelf to alter it in the ſecond edition as far as I . 78 
could; and as he has not ſtarted one objection againſt it, to 
me, ſince, may I not venture to affirm, it is unanſwęrable upon 
ſcripture ground, and its moſt inveterate enemies are a 
tacitly to allow 3 its force whenever they Judicioully read it? 
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